
Eight Miles High Low Down

The Meet Report
Elphin, 28th to 30th June 2013

Attending

John Kirkham Jimmy Taylor

Dave Morris Irene Morris

Jake Brewster Drew Jackson

Drew Jackson Graham Wylie

Base Camp Notes

This is the second year that our club has used the Elphin Caving Centre as a base
for its annual expedition to the Far North West. In previous years we used the nearby
SMC Naismith Hut, but whilst that offers excellent accommodation the same cannot
be said for the SMC membership. By their own admission (we complained!), the
Scottish Mountaineering Club is a broad church, and the last time our club was at the
Naismith we had experience of the rotten end. It is hard to imagine a more
inconsiderate, rude, badly behaved and ill mannered group of arrogant individuals,
especially when they are banging about at 3am in the morning! Following on from a
similar experience at the Ling Hut the year before, the decision was taken to make
no further use of SMC properties. Whilst their club administration may be anxious to
collect monies by renting properties to other clubs, the same cannot be said for their
members, who resent the presence of other clubs in those same properties.



Anyway, the Elphin Caving Centre provides excellent accommodation for up to 20
people, with gas and wood fires, toilets, hot showers, gas rings for cooking, a
microwave oven, and parking for up to eight cars. The name on the door of 'Taigh
nam Famh' is Gaelic for 'House of the Moles', which is most appropriate for a caving
hut (and also has an obscure meaning of 'a man or men addicted to burrowing
underground').

Weather Notes

The weather could have been better with a mixture of drizzle and the odd shower,
but given the long journey from Fife all were determined to make the maximum use
of this stunning location.

Hill Notes – Thursday

The first members arrived on Thursday and ended up taking part in a Pub Quiz at
the Argyle Hotel in Ullapool. Participating as the “Crack of Noon Club”, they came in
at a respectable fourth. Allegedly this score might have been improved had Jimmy
Taylor remembered to wear his hearing aid!

Hill Notes – Friday

 Drew Jackson climbed Ben Hope and Ben Klibreck. Given the magnitude of
this undertaking, especially with the drive in between, he is clearly a driven man on a
mission, and with only five Munros left to go at the end of this weekend!

 Jake Brewster climbed Beinn Dearg Mor via Loch Na Sealga, having camped
out at the col between Beinn Dearg Beag and Beinn Dearg Mor on the Thursday
night. Apparently he was already on the summit of Beinn Dearg Mor at 6am on
Friday morning.



 Due to inclement weather Jimmy Taylor, John Kirkham, Irene and David
Morris set off for a stroll towards Ledmore Junction, but turned back when the
weather got worse. Duck eggs were purchased en route for later consumption.

Hill Notes – Saturday

 Drew Jackson and Steve Gilfeather climbed Conival and Ben More Assynt.
Steve is “Compleat” and ‘man-on-a-mission’ Drew clearly will be soon.

 John Kirkham and Graham Wyllie went for a “wee dawnder” to check out the
famous sea stack of the ‘Old Man of Stoer’. En route Graham took in the Graham (no
pun intended) of Beinn an Eion.

 Irene and David Morris climbed the Corbett of Beinn Enaiglair and its adjacent
Graham by the name of Meall Doire Faid.

 Jimmy Taylor did what many members have aimed and failed to do on
previous visits to the area: he walked up to Knockan Crag. As the birth place of
modern geology, he agreed that it is a fascinating place to visit.



Base Camp Note – Saturday

There was the usual performance from the ‘Whisky Magicians’ who are expert in
making copious amounts of the stuff disappear. If it was an Olympic sport, our club
would have two Gold Medallists.

Hill Notes – Sunday

 Graham Wyllie repeated Irene and David’s expedition of the day before to
Beinn Enaiglair and Meall Doire Faid.

 With a long journey ahead, everybody else set off home early to their loved
ones with an effervescent glow (it was the AlkaSelzer).

Final Note

In case you missed it above, Drew has only FIVE Munros left to go and is planning
his last Munro Party for the last weekend of September this year. Mark the date!


